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more pointedly and distinctly brought out the divine
attribute of mercy. But the document is the President's;
I had made my suggestions; he knows my views; I would
not urge them farther. Seward would not, of course,
favor them, for they had not occurred to him, and he
would not willingly admit that I should prompt or cor-
rect him in a matter which belongs peculiarly to the
Secretary of State. Further he prefers what he believes
to be expedient to what he knows to be right.

September 9, Monday. The Proclamation is printed in
this morning's papers. Some modifications have been
made since Saturday. There is a little obscurity, perhaps,
on the subject of amnesty and pardon, of which the Rad-
icals will try to take advantage. I endeavored that this
difficulty should be avoided. The President has the power
by the Constitution to grant pardons, but not amnesty.
In Great Britain, to whose laws and usages we look for
precedents, the King grants pardons to individuals, the
Parliament grants amnesty or general pardon to the masses.
Here no such distinction exists. The entire pardoning
power is with the Executive; none is conferred on Congress.
But that body of lawyers is so imbued with British law
and British precedent that it assumes for Congress the
powers of Parliament.

As regards amnesty, or oblivion, there is no such action
adapted to our government. Here we have no attainders,
forfeitures of blood, successions to the crown, requiring
oblivion; hence it does not properly enter into our
system.

September 10, Tuesday. At the Cabinet-meeting some
discussion took place in regard to certain removals and
appointments necessary to be made, but any action that
may be taken brings the Executive and all concerned
within the penalties of the unconstitutional Tenure-of-
Office Bill. The Senate having refused to confirm, or to